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FOREWORD BY THE PRESIDENT  

 
 

 
 
 
I took over the Presidency of AREA in May 2010, after a successful two-year term by Gerhard Neuhauser. My first 
words are therefore to pay tribute to his work, achievements and personal investment in our association. 
 
The review of the F-Dŀǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ !w9!Ωǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ǎ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
set up to work on this issue, I Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ Ƴȅ ŀŘƳƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƳƻōƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ !w9! Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜ ŘŀǘŀΣ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
implementation and application. This substantial work proved essential, many of our remarks being taken on board 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
situation but we also made numerous proposals to improve it.  
 
In view of the importance of the F-Gas wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΣ !w9!Ωǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ 
ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƨƻōǎ ƛǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΦ We must therefore continue our efforts in the coming 
year. 
 
Chillventa certainly was the highlight of 2010 for AREA, who prominently featured at the most important event for 
the European refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pumps sector. I had the privilege of officially opening the 
exhibition, together with Frank Heuberger, in his capacity as President of BIV and AREA Director. I take this 
opportunity to thank him and the whole BIV team in general for their active, friendly and fruitful cooperation 
throughout the event. 
 
The position of AREA during Chillventa is more than symbolic. It demonstrates the crucial role played by contractors 
in the RACHP value chain where they hold a central position between manufacturers and users, ensuring unbiased 
choice of equipment and refrigerant, professional installation and proper functioning of the equipment. 
 
At a time when our work is more and more technical, when energy efficiency and environmental impact are key 
aspects of our activity, European contractors need a strong, respected and influential European association more 
than ever. This is what AREA has become over the yearsΣ ǎǘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
standard of excellence. This is both the very aim of AREA and its greatest value.  
 
 
 
 

Graeme Fox 

 
 
 
 
 

ά[Contractors] hold a central position between 
manufacturers and users, ensuring unbiased choice of 
equipment and refrigerant, professional installation and 
proper functioning of the equipmentέ 



structure  

 

Working bodies  

 

 

Chairman Info Group 
Seamus Kerr 
(IRI, Ireland) 
 

 

Chairman Task Group 
Cedric Sloan 
(FETA/BRA, UK) 
 

 

 

 

Board of directors  

 

 

President 
Graeme Fox  
(HVCA/RACG, UK) 
 

 

 

 

Vice-President 
Marco Buoni  
(ATF, Italy) 
 

 

     

 

Past President 
Gerhard Neuhauser  
(ÖKKV, Austria)  
 

 
 

 

 

Treasurer 
Frank Heuberger  
(BIV, Germany) 
 

 

     

 

Per Jonasson  
(KYL, Sweden)  
 

 
 

 

 

Philippe Roy  
(SNEFCCA, France)  
 

 

 
 
 



Work in progress  

 

Review of the f - gas regulation  

 

The review of the F-Gas Regulation started at the beginning of 2010 when the European Commission nominated the 
German institute Öko-Recherche to undertake an impact assessment of the Regulation. To that end, Öko-Recherche 
ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ Based on 
the input provided by its members, AREA gave a detailed reply that gives a comprehensive overview of the situation 
in some 16 Member States. These findings were also presented to the European Commission during a bilateral 
meeting in June. 
 
Although the state of implementation of the Regulation is rather heterogeneous across the EU, AREA members have 
reported positive developments since the entry into force of the Regulation. In countries that are applying the 
Regulation a clear decrease in leakages has been observed thanks to more regular leak checks and higher standards 
for refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pumps contractors. In other words, F-Gas works! 
 
AREA reply also includes many ideas for an improvement of and guidance on the Regulation. These were further 
detailed in a general position paper issued in July and updated in October. The main points of this position are: 

¶ Ban on pre-charging of fluorinated gases in non-monobloc a/c equipment. The aim is to ensure installation 
of this equipment by certified professionals, a legal requirement under the current F-Gas Regulation though 
hardly applied in practice. AREA proposal would provide such guarantee, since only certified contractors are 
allowed to take delivery of fluorinated gases. The idea was further detailed in a specific position paper 
adopted in October. Discussions with manufacturers and the RAC&HP industry in general are ongoing. 

¶ Amend Article 5, paragraph 4 of the F-Gas Regulation in order to switch the responsibility of selling 
fluorinated gases in containers to certified installers on wholesalers/distributors 

¶ Include mobile refrigeration (by all transport means) in the scope of the Regulation 

¶ Stipulate a mandatory registration of RACHP craftsmen in order to foster compliance and facilitate 
enforcement 

¶ Decrease the f-gas threshold from 3kg to 100g in order to reflect the technological evolutions that have 
lowered the amount of refrigerant actually used whilst keeping the exclusion of domestic refrigeration or 
portable refrigeration devices for practical reasons. 

¶ Provide guidance to ensure uniform interpretation across EU Member States 
 
AREA President, Mr. Fox, had the opportunity of introducing these latest developments at the occasion of the F-Gas 
Expert Group meeting on 11th October 2010, during which Öko-Recherche presented its preliminary report. In 
general AREA welcomes the report, which provides a relatively accurate overview of the implementation of the F-
Gas Regulation. A number of figures and methodologies however need further explanations and substantiation. 
Moreover, it seems that international aspects are given a somewhat disproportionate consideration in view of the 
state of international negotiations. Öko-Recherche will continue its assessment and come forward with a final report 
in the first half of 2011. The Commission may then decide to proceed with a revision of the Regulation.  
 
!w9! Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜΩǎ ǊŜǇƭȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ www.area-eur.be  
 
 

Task forces  

 

F-GAS REVIEW 
 

Chaired by Graeme Fox, the TF is in charge of preparing all the AREA input and positions in the 
framework of the ongoing review of the F-Gas Regulation. The TF worked on the production of a 
ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ The 
TF also coordinated the production of a general position paper, as well as a more specific one on pre-
charged non-monobloc a/c equipment.  
 

http://www.area-eur.be/


ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
 
Chaired by Scott Gleed (HVCA/RACG, UK), the TF worked on a general background paper on the 
contribution of the refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pumps contracting sector to the vast issue 
of energy efficiency. ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ !w9! ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ нллф 
consultation on evaluation and revision of the action plan for energy efficiency. This background 
paper addresses 4 themes: choosing the right refrigerant, impact of the F-Gas Regulation, energy 
performance of buildings and contribution of heat pumps. 
 

 
HEAT PUMPS 
 

Chaired by Per Jonasson (KYL, Sweden), the TF has the task of setting up minimum requirements for 
heat pumps installers in the framework of Directive 2009/28 on the promotion of the use of energy 
from renewable sources. The work is based on schemes that have been or are being developed (e.g. 
EHPA EUCERT, QualiCert) and will be complemented with other requirements (F-Gas, PED...). The TF 
is also responsible for AREA input in QualiCert project, which aims at developing a common approach 
to accreditation and certification of installers of small-scale renewable energy systems. 
 

 
LOW GWP REFRIGERANTS 
 

TF Low GWP Refrigerants and TF CO2 decided to merge in order to work on low GWP refrigerants in 
general (i.e. CO2, HCs, ammonia and HFOs) under the chairmanship of Marco Buoni (ATF, Italy). The TF 
is working on bŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ. It can 
count on the presence of Prof. Schreurs, who has extensive experience in consolidating knowledge 
and best practices across Europe on working with CO2. 
 
 

 
 
 

Involvement i n European projects  

 

Mindful of the importance of supporting ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 
skills, AREA is involved in Real Skills Europe. The project, which will run until September 
2011, is based on the successful British project Real Zero. It aims at achieving reductions 
in refrigerant leakage through improved awareness, education and training. AREA is 
delighted with the opportunity of making available its practical and technical expertise in 

order to assist in reducing leakages thanks to higher level of depth and practical skills in the sector. 
www.realskillseurope.eu  
 
 

QualiCert is a 30-month project that started in July 2009. It aims at 
developing a common approach to accreditation and certification of 
installers of small-scale renewable energy systems, in line with the obligation 
arising from Directive 28/2009 on the promotion of the use of renewable 
energy sources (RES). QualiCert has a broad scope and will address all types 

of RES from a general point of view. Since heat pumps are among these, it is important that AREA participates. In 
2010, AREA contributed to the establishment of a list of potential success criteria for a qualification scheme of 
renewable energy installers. The process will continue until  December 2011 under the responsibility of the TF Heat 
Pumps. 
www.qualicert-project.eu  
 
 

http://www.realskillseurope.eu/
http://www.qualicert-project.eu/


Publications  

 

AREA has put together a brochure that provides a concise overview of the association, its objectives, structure, 
activities and members. The brochure was first displayed on AREA stand at the Chillventa exhibition. It is available 
for free download on the homepage of AREA website: www.area-eur.be 
 

eeeee 
 
AREA Refrigeration CraftsmanΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ, was mentioned and 
referred to in the Guidelines for the safe use of hydrocarbons refrigerants, which were published in 2010 by GTZ on 
behalf of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. This initiative is part of the 
PROKLIMA programme, which has been providing technical and financial support for developing countries since 
1996 to implement the provisions of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. 
See: http://www.hydrocarbons21.com/files/papers/gtz-hydrocarbon-refrigerants-guidelines-safety.pdf  
AREA portfolio of qualifications and skills for refrigeration craftsmen is available at www.area-eur.be  
 

eeeee 
 
DǊŀŜƳŜ CƻȄ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΥ άRefrigerant choice: how does the F-Gas Regulation affect you?έ 
The article appeared in the issue 16 of the REHVA Journal published by the federation of the European Heating and 
Air-Conditioning Associations. 
See: www.rehvajournal.com  
 
 

Events  

 
AREA had a successful participation in Chillventa 2010, on 13-15 October in 
Nuremberg. Speaking at the Opening Ceremony, AREA President Graeme Fox 
mentioned the high number of exhibitors (around 900) despite difficult economic 
ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ άa testament not only to ouǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
displaying new technologies and methods to the wider world as widely as possible, 
ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭƭǾŜƴǘŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ŀƭƭ 
that is great and good in the world of refrigeration, air conditioning and heat 

pumpsέΦ 
 
Also speaking at the Opening Ceremony, BIV President and AREA Director Frank 
Heuberger described Chillventa as a concrete example of the daily cooperation 
between manufacturers, retailers and craftsmen - first sellers and installers of 
refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pump equipment. 
 
AREA participation in Chillventa saw many visitors dropping by the stand shared with 
BIV. Moreover, Mr. Fox spoke at the Refrigeration Forum where he presented the latest 
developments of the position on the ongoing review of the EU F-Gas Regulation. AREA 
issued a press release to stress its pride of being honorary sponsor of Chillventa. 
 
Both Mr. Fox presentation and the press release are available on AREA website. 
 

eeeee 
 
Joint meeting of the Regional Ozone Networks for Europe & Central Asia (ECA) and South Asia (SA), 26-30 April 
2010, Istanbul (Turkey) 
Marek Wawryniuk (KFCh/NRF, Poland) participated in the last ECA-SA joint meeting and gave a presentation on AREA 
(available on AREA website, ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ άŜǾŜƴǘǎέύΦ 
More information about ECA network is available at http://fr1.estis.net/sites/ecanetwork/  

http://www.area-eur.be/
http://www.hydrocarbons21.com/files/papers/gtz-hydrocarbon-refrigerants-guidelines-safety.pdf
http://www.area-eur.be/
http://www.rehvajournal.com/
http://fr1.estis.net/sites/ecanetwork/


 
 
 
AREA General Assembly meetings 

In 2010, AREA members met on 7-8 May in Krakow 
(Poland) under the auspices of its Polish member 
KFCh/NRF, and on 8-9 October in Brussels. Both 
meetings attracted some 40 participants. 
 
 
 
(Left: visit of Wieliczka salt mine, Poland) 

 
 
 
 

Cooper ation  with fellow trade organisations  

 
 

 
www.ehpa.org 

AREA is a member of the European Heat Pump Association. EHPA Secretary General 
Thomas Nowak gave a presentation on training and certification programmes for heat 
pumps installers at the last AREA General Assembly meeting in October 2010 in Brussels. 
AREA Secretary General attended the 2010 EHPA annual Conference held on 10th May. 

 
 

 
www.epeeglobal.org 

As member, AREA is involved in several working bodies of the European partnership for 
Energy and the Environment: F-Gas Working Group, Energy Efficiency Working Group, F-
Gas Review Task Force, Refrigeration task Force. When appropriate, AREA contributes to 
the work of these bodies. 

 
 

 

AREA entertains regular exchanges with Eurovent on issues of common interest. Joop 
Hoogkamer, former AREA Secretary General and now Executive Director at Eurovent, thus 
attended the last AREA General Assembly meeting in Brussels and gave a presentation on 
Eurovent activities in the field of the Energy-using Product Directive.  

www.eurovent-association.eu 
 
 
AREA is also in contact with other fellow trade associations such as EFCTC, CEETB, REHVA, Eurammon, ASERCOM, 
ECSLA... 
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http://www.ehpa.org/

