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AREA nominates new President & Board members

On 8™ May 2010, the AREA General Assembly unanimously elected new Board members at its spring
meeting in Krakow (Poland).

In his closing speech, outgoing President Gerhard Neuhauser thanked the members for their support
and gave an assessment of his 2 years as President. “/ can look at you proudly for the achievements
of this Board. Internally, AREA has gained in stability and professionalism, whilst externally the
contractors’ voice and position at EU level have strengthened. | can now hand over to the new
President with the pleasant feeling that the job was done”.

Graeme Fox, representing the British association RACG, was elected President. Married with 2
children, Graeme Fox is 42 and an active and experienced contractor whose expertise has already
benefitted AREA for many years. He has been in the Board for a couple of years and also chairs the
Task Force on the F-Gas Review. Graeme praised the former President, explaining that “it (was) both
an honour and a challenge to succeed Gerhard Neuhauser”. He also thanked the members for their
trust and promised that “(the new Board) will strive to achieve (the members’) ambitions for a
stronger and more effective AREA in supporting contractors’ issues at European level”.

AREA Board now consists of:

President Graeme Fox (RACG, United Kingdom)
Vice-President Marco Buoni (ATF, Italy)

Past President Gerhard Neuhauser (OKKV, Austria)
Treasurer Frank Heuberger (BIV, Germany)
Director Per Jonasson (KYL, Sweden)

Director Philippe Roy (SNEFCCA, France)
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Left to right: P. Roy, M. Buoni, F. Heuberger, G. Fox, G. Neuhauser, Per Jonasson




Task Forces activities

AREA currently has 5 active task Forces that share the topics on which the association works. This
format provides the necessary flexibility to start work in small groups before sharing the results with
the entire membership.

TF F-Gas Review, chaired by Mr. Fox, is in charge of preparing all the AREA input and positions in the
framework of the ongoing review of Regulation 842/2006 on certain fluorinated gases. The TF has
thus worked on the production of a comprehensive reply to a detailed questionnaire on the
implementation of the Regulation.

TF Energy Efficiency, chaired by Mr. Gleed (RACG, UK), is working on a general background paper on
the contribution of the refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pumps contracting sector to the vast
issue of energy efficiency. The paper is well advanced and should come out at the end of the
summer.

3 other TFs were set up recently and are just starting their activities:

e TF Heat Pumps, chaired by Per Jonasson (KYL, Sweden), has the task of setting up minimum
requirements for heat pumps installers in the framework of Directive 2009/28 on the
promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources. The TF is also responsible for AREA
input in QualiCert project, which aims at developing a common approach to accreditation
and certification of installers of small-scale renewable energy systems.

e TF Low GWP Refrigerants, chaired by Marco Buoni (ATF, Italy), will work on best practices
for the use of natural refrigerants from contractors’ experience.

e TF CO, chaired by Grzegorz Michalski (KFCh/NRF, Poland), is responsible for the
identification of applications for optimal use of CO, refrigeration and for the preparation of
best practice for installers.

Review of the F-Gas Regulation

In the framework of the review of the F-Gas Regulation the German institute Oko-Recherche, in
charge of an impact assessment of the Regulation, issued a detailed stakeholder questionnaire on
the Regulation’s implementation. AREA provided a detailed reply that gives a comprehensive
overview of the situation in some 16 Member States, based on the input provided by AREA
members.

Although the state of implementation of the Regulation is rather heterogeneous across the EU, AREA
members have reported positive developments since the entry into force of the Regulation. In
countries that are applying the Regulation a clear decrease in leakages has thus been observed
thanks to more regular leak checks and higher standards for refrigeration, air conditioning and heat
pumps contractors. In other words, F-Gas works!

AREA reply also includes many ideas for an improvement of and guidance on the Regulation. These
will be further detailed in a general position paper under preparation and due to be released by mid
July. Oko-Recherche is expected to produce its report at the end of June. A consultation will follow in
the autumn.



http://www.qualicert-project.eu/
http://www.area-eur.be/_Rainbow/Documents/OR%20Quest%20fgas%20-%20AREA%20reply%20(Final).pdf

AREA to take part in Chillventa

AREA will be prominently present at the next Chillventa exhibition due to take place on 13-15
October 2010 in Nuremberg (Germany). AREA President Graeme Fox will speak at the opening
ceremony, together with Mr. Frank Heuberger, Treasurer of AREA and representative of the German
BIV. Mr. Fox will also participate in a workshop, probably on f-gas.

The vast majority of AREA members will participate in an exhibition that gathered almost 30,000
visitors in 2008.

AREA gets involved in Real SKills Europe project

Mindful of the importance of supporting initiatives that can further raise the sector’s skills, AREA is
now involved in Real Skills Europe. The project, which will run until September 2011, is based on the
successful British project Real Zero. It aims at achieving reductions in refrigerant leakage through
improved awareness, education and training. AREA is delighted with the opportunity of making
available its practical and technical expertise in order to assist in the reduction in leakage thanks to
higher level of depth and practical skills in the sector.

Upcoming events to be attended by AREA

Chillventa exhibition, 13-15 October 2010, Nuremberg (Germany)
See http://www.chillventa.de/en/default.ashx
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Watt University, Edinburgh (Scotland, UK)

The conference will cover the latest technologies in renewable energy to lower CO2 emissions with
reference to refrigeration and air conditioning. It will be attended by experts from UNEP, IIR and the
leading HVAC&R International Associations who have been recognised for their extensive knowledge
in the field.

More info: http://www.EUenergycentre.org/ukconference/edill.pdf

Eur opean CoThe kates fechmologies in‘Refrigeration and Air Conditig, including
Renewable Energy applicatiohs, -11lube 2011, Milan (ltaly)
More info here
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